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Our
Bespoke Portfolio
service
Walker Crips’ Bespoke Portfolio service is central to our offering for those 
clients who want their portfolios to be managed on a discretionary basis, 
enabling them to concentrate on other priorities.

We will manage your portfolio on your behalf, controlling the day-to-day 
decisions with expertise and care as we strive to achieve your investment 
aims. Our attention is focused on your objectives, taking account of your 
risk appetite and responding to changing events and market shifts as 
they occur.
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When constructing your Bespoke Portfolio, we determine the best 
possible strategy that in our opinion can achieve your investment 
aims taking into consideration any preferences or restrictions you 
might have. Our investment managers have access to external 
market research and analysis, as well as guidance from the Walker 
Crips Investment Senate, chaired by our Chief Investment Officer, 
Chris Darbyshire. The Investment Senate addresses and assesses the 
forces, pressures and opportunities afforded by the financial markets, 
with a focus on diversification and risk mitigation. 

Within our bespoke offering, Walker Crips is able to take account of 
your specific situations or requests. For example, we will reduce a 
portfolio’s weighting to property if we understand that the client has 
significant property interests outside of their portfolio.
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Our
investment
process
Walker Crips has developed an investment process which aims to 
meet each individual client’s objectives and requirements. Our 
investment process has five stages:

1. Define your objectives – identifying your individual wishes and 
requirements, taking into account associated risks and volatility, 
including a risk profile questionnaire.

2. Strategic asset allocation – deciding upon the right mix of 
asset classes to best suit your objectives.

3. Tactical asset allocation – deciding the appropriate asset 
allocation and implementing the strategy in the context 
of current market conditions.

4. Individual portfolio construction – selecting 
individual investments within each asset class.

5. Monitoring and review – we monitor performance 
and review tactical asset allocation, as well as 
specific investments.
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Our
philosophy

Flexibility

 �Well organised and nimble, we can respond rapidly to changes in 
market sentiment and wider global developments; and adapt to 
suit our clients’ needs.

Transparency

 �In all our dealings on behalf of clients, we aim to be transparent. 
Our interests are aligned with our clients, so that they can be 
confident our portfolio managers are always acting in their best 
interests.

Independence

 �Walker Crips’ independence from any financial institution leaves 
us free to choose the right investments at the right time to obtain 
optimal outcomes for our clients. This approach ensures that there 
are no conflicts of interest when we manage investments for our 
clients.

Our independence and approach to risk management are central to our 
investment philosophy.



PAGE  6  |

We believe our focus on risk management sets us apart from the vast majority of our peers. Our size, scale 
and philosophy enable us to continue to look after clients as individuals. We have total transparency and 
clean fees, with an all encompassing annual management charge, which is fixed and agreed with all clients.

We are unusual in that we offer our bespoke service for accounts over c. £80,000. The minimum investment 
amounts that our competitors require are generally far higher. In addition, our portfolios comprise a mixture 
of direct equities and bonds, and closed and open-ended funds, which improves portfolio diversification and 
widens the range of opportunities open to our clients.

Our settlement and other support services remain in-house, rather than being out-sourced to a third party. 
We have a very experienced support team, who are familiar with our clients and their individual requirements.

What differentiates 
us from other 
providers?



PAGE  7  |

Tax efficient
investing
Our Bespoke Portfolios can be held within a range of tax wrappers, 
providing tax advantages which a professional adviser will be able to 
advise on.1 These include:

 �Self-Invested Personal Pensions (SIPPs)

 �Small Self-Administered Pension Schemes (SSASs)

 �Individual Savings Accounts (ISAs)

 �Trusts

 �Offshore Bonds

1Tax treatment depends on individual circumstances and may be 
subject to change in the future. Walker Crips Investment 
Management Limited does not provide tax advice and independent 
professional advice should be sought.
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Our
portfolio managers

Wesley Coultas
Head of Investment Management

Wesley joined the Walker Crips Group in 1997 and has over 
twenty-five years of investment experience. He is 
responsible for developing the business strategy of the 
Private Client Department at Walker Crips. Wesley is a 
Chartered Fellow of the Securities Institute and holds a Level 
6 Certificate in Private Client Investment Advice and 
Management. Wesley also looks after client portfolios and 
specialises in bespoke and model portfolio investment 
management.

Chris Murphy
Investment Director

Chris has been working with a wide range of clients in the 
Yorkshire area and beyond for almost a decade, managing 
portfolios for individuals and their families, pensions, trusts, 
companies and charities. Chris also co-manages the Walker 
Crips IHT Portfolio Service. Chris is a Chartered Fellow of the 
Chartered Institute for Securities & Investment (FCSI) and is 
qualified as a Chartered Wealth Manager, a designation 
awarded by the Chartered Institute for Securities & 
Investment to recognise senior members in the retail sector at 
the pinnacle of their profession.
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Rachel Blythe
Head of Model Portfolios

Rachel joined Walker Crips in 2019, coming from Progeny 
Asset Management. Rachel has a background of managing 
various portfolio offerings, including bespoke, model and an 
award winning AIM portfolio service. Rachel has an 
excellent grasp of both direct and collective propositions 
and is focussed, both on maintaining existing relationships 
and working closely with other financial professionals 
ensuring clients receive the best possible service. Rachel has 
attained the CISI Level 7 Chartered Wealth Manager 
Qualification and is a member of the Chartered Institute for 
Securities & Investment.

Edward Shannon-Adams
Investment Manager

Edward re-joined Walker Crips in 2018 after previously working 
as an intern in the Investment Management Department. He is 
a University of York graduate with a BA (Hons) in Politics and has 
successfully completed the Chartered Institute for Securities & 
Investment Level 4 Investment Advice Diploma. He is a 
proponent of ‘Business Perspective Investing’, supports both the 
Model Portfolio Service and the Walker Crips IHT Service, and 
also assists with the management of discretionary and advisory 
client accounts.
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Risk
management

We believe our role is to take calculated risks with our clients’ money, in 
order to generate returns. Therefore only by having a comprehensive 
understanding of both your attitude to risk, and the risks inherent in 
portfolios, are we executing our role effectively.

Three pillars uphold our approach to risk. We aim for risk to be:

�Deliberate – we seek to identify and remove any unintentional risks 
in client portfolios

�Diversified – we aim for risk to be broad-based, rather than 
investing in a small number of holdings within a portfolio

�Scaled appropriately – we place great importance in 
understanding each client’s attitude to risk, and try to ensure that 
the scale of risk in a portfolio is appropriate for that client.
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Monitoring and 
performance 
review
Once established, you can review your Bespoke Portfolio’s performance via our secure client 
portal any time, day or night. At the end of each calendar quarter we send clients a detailed 
valuation pack. This enables clients and their professional advisers to assess how the 
portfolio has performed in comparison with the wider market and any agreed benchmark.

The day-to-day management of your portfolio is the responsibility of your personal 
investment manager, who will focus on mitigating risk and seeking return opportunities. 

Your investment manager will respond rapidly and appropriately to fresh data, research, 
analysis and other external influences in order to ensure your portfolio remains within your 
agreed return objectives, your requirements and your risk profile.

Fees and charges
Fees charged for the Bespoke Portfolio service are based on a 
percentage of the value of your portfolio. A detailed explanation 
of all fees and charges is available upon request.
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Next steps
for you

To invest in our Bespoke Portfolio service you will need to complete and 
return an application form and a risk profile questionnaire, along with 
documents to verify your identity and address.

If you would like any assistance with the completion of our application 
forms and risk questionnaire, one of our investment managers will be 
pleased to go through the paperwork with you to discuss the suitability of 
this service and your objectives and financial circumstances.

For further information about our Bespoke Portfolio service, please get in 
touch using the details below:

01904 544326

bespoke@wcgplc.co.uk

walkercrips.co.uk

mailto:bespoke%40wcgplc.co.uk?subject=
https://www.walkercrips.co.uk
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Walker Crips’ predecessors first bought and sold shares for clients on the 
London Stock Exchange in 1914, making it one of the City of London’s 
oldest independent companies. Today, Walker Crips Group Plc is a public 
limited company, listed on the London Stock Exchange.

Founded on traditional values of integrity, courtesy, fairness and loyalty, we 
have maintained these ideals and remain committed to serve our clients 
and to deliver good customer outcomes.

A proud 
history of 
looking after 
our clients



Risk warning

The value of any investment and the income from it is 
not guaranteed and can fall as well as rise, so that you 
may not realise the amount originally invested. This 
document has been prepared by Walker Crips Investment 
Management for clients and/or potential clients who may 
have an interest in their services.

Walker Crips Investment Management (WCIM) is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority (FCA) in the conduct of investment business and 
is a member of the London Stock Exchange. WCIM provides 
services that are defined by the FCA as “restricted advice” 
because we do not consider the full range of investment 
products that are available to Retail clients but focus on 
stock market and stock market based investments and 
other similar products. When selecting stock market based 
investments and other products on behalf of clients 
however, we are independent from other financial 
institutions. 

Information contained within this brochure is correct as of 
May 2023. 

Our financial planning services are provided by Walker Crips 
Financial Planning Ltd and our pension services are 
provided by EBOR Trustees Ltd both of which are 
authorised and regulated by the FCA. Walker Crips 
Investment Management Ltd, Walker Crips Financial 
Planning Ltd and EBOR Trustees Ltd are wholly owned 
subsidiaries of Walker Crips Group Plc.

Walker Crips Investment Management Ltd registered 
office: Old Change House, 128 Queen Victoria Street, 
London, EC4V 4BJ. Registered in England and Wales 
number 4774117.

01904 544326 
bespoke@wcgplc.co.uk 
walkercrips.co.uk

mailto:bespoke%40wcgplc.co.uk?subject=
https://www.walkercrips.co.uk

